Secretdrial services will be provided by Ginny 


Engstrom. 
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Carole Anderson of the Norman Rockwell Center. 
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Carol Austin of the Christmas Tree. 


Pam Drury’s “Leisure Haus” will feature ecology 
sports. 
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‘The Old School ’ becomes craft center 


by Dennis Hernet 

Rockway School, Mishicot, has come -the 
full cycle — it began as a learning center, 
was vacated several years ago and about two 
years ago was snatched from the jaws of 
destruction and is now destined to become a 
learning center again. 

Today the old Rockway School, under the 
new name of ‘‘The Old School,’’ will reopen 
as a crafts center, a place where Lyle and 
Carole Anderson, owners of Andercraft 
Woods Inc., hope people will be able to learn 
about crafts. 


-. But the most important part oi the, 


building, according to the Andersons, will be 
the Norman Rockwell Collectible Center, 
located on the second floor of the structure. 
The Mishicot Graded School was built in 
1905 and was considered a thoroughly modern 
building which contained four rooms and was 
steam-heated. It was strictly fireproof. 
Instruction was through the ninth grade, 
divided into three departments. Mr. Casper 
presided over the upper grades, Miss Schultz, 


the intermediate grades, and Miss Ruby. 


taught the primary grades. 

Among the instructors who taught at the 
school were Otto Zander, who later became 
editor of the Brillion News; Edward Crowe, 
editor of the Manitowoc Pilot; A.C. Stengel, a 
practicing attorney; and Fred Sievers and 
George Wehrwein, graduates of the Universi- 
ty of Wisconsin and later instructors of 
agriculture in various schools in the state. 

The school was used as a full 12-year 
educational facility until the high school was 
taken out in 1958 upon completion of Mishicot 
Community High School. 

Then in 1965, the facility was vacated when 


ie 


Free transportation will be provided to The Old School by appoint-- Kathy Grall’s “Bits of Olde” is an antique 


ment for groups of twenty or more. 


All of Norman Rockwell's Post magazine covers and his Boy Scout 
artwork will grace the walls of the Rockwell Theater. — 


the new grade school, re-dedicated in 1969 as 
the Otto Schultz Elementary School, was 
opened. 

However, two years later, the school dis- 
trict was forced to use the grade school again 
because of the expanding population, using 
just the first floor. Then in the fall of 1968, the 
second floor was also reopened as a school, 
remaining open until two years ago when it 
was closed again. The intention was to 
demolish the building, that is until the Ander- 
sons came along, hoping to save the structure 
and turn it into a facility the community 
could use and be totaily proud of. 


The Andersons had an ultimate goal when 
they planned the facility. Externally, they 
wanted to keep the appearance of the school 
house. They have succeeded. 

Internally, they wanted it to be a learning 
center. They again succeeded. 

‘Our total goal was service, to create a 
working craft shop,’’ Lyle Anderson related. 
“This is not to be just a sales shop.”’ 

‘‘We wanted to retain the :school 
philosophy, the learning experience, thus the 
name ‘“‘The Old School.”’ 

And in every area, the Andersons have 


_tried to retain personnel who will be able to 


educate was well as serve customers. 


In so far as the building goes, they have 
tried to retain the original design of the 
building in addition to retaining the decor 
within.each room while adding to it for each 
shop. 

‘“‘We have not changed the internal struc- 


“ture of this building,’ Anderson related. 


‘“‘And in each shop, we want people who are 
qualified to aid customers.” 


shop. 


The pride and joy of the entire establish- 
ment is the Rockwell Collectible Center 
where there will be a theater/lecture hall, an 
area for displaying Rockwell works and a 
Sales area. 

The walls of the theater will be graced with 
reproductions of the 324 covers Rockwell did 
for Post magazine, in addition to the 40 
special works he painted for the Boy Scouts. 

‘‘We have all the covers Rockwell did for 


the Post and they are hung in progressive . 


order,’’ Anderson related. Each cover ap- 
pears to have its own framing, created by the 
woodworking of the room. : 

A nitch in the room will be devoted to Carl 
Tickler, Carole Anderson’s father, who was 
an avid scouter and who earned the coveted 
Silver Beaver award in Seymour, Wis. 


One of the first major shows to be put on in 


the Rockwell Theater will be the ‘‘Four 
Freedoms,”’ presentation early in July. 

Limited editions on canvas, prints and 
other collectibles will grace the middle two 
rooms, with prices ranging from 75 cents up- 
ward. 

Visitors coming to the Rockwell Center will 
be met by a full-size reproduction of the great 
artist, but the painting will not be on display 
for several weeks. The reproduction arrived 
midweek, but had to be returned because it 
was damaged in shipment. 


Meandering through the building, visitors 
should be impressed by antiqued bookcases 
on the first level. These cases contain very 
old editions which can be read at tables and 
chairs provided. 

Among the shops will be ‘“‘The Christmas 
Tree’ with Carol Austin of De Pere; ‘‘The 


Ron Gabel will operate RoDon Gallery. 


Wood Box” operated by Rita Linders of 
Clarks Mills; a room by Swoboda Industries 
Inc. cf Kewaunee and operated by Gary 
Linders; Ginny’s Secretarial Services 
operated by’ Ginny Engstrom; RoDon 
Gallery, a photography studio operated by 
Ron Gabel of Two Rivers; ‘‘The Leisure Haus 
of Ecology Sports’’ with Pam Drury; ‘Bits of 
Olde’’ operated by Kathy Grall; and ‘Quilts 
and Stuff’’ with Chris Ellis Nelson offering 
advice and crafts. 


‘‘Each shop is operated by an expert in his 
or her field,’ Anderson said, re-emphasizing 


the teaching aspect and learning aspect of the. 


building. 


Nelson will be selling handcrafted items, 
and she takes major pride in some quilts she 
has in the shop. She will be able to offer ad- 
vice on such crafts. 


‘Austin’s Christmas Tree Shop will have im- 
ported materials, not the novelty items, but 
things which will appreciate in value, accor- 
ding to her. She said it would probably be 
dominated by German items. 


The Wood Box will be an area where wood 
signs will be made, but also where antiques 
will be on display, although they may not 
necessarily be for sale. 


On display will be a grain fanning machine 
and a washtub-wringer setup of wood design. 

Mrs. Linders said she is still looking for 
‘more stain-leaded glass and pottery to com- 
plement her displays. 

Mrs. Linders’ husband, Gary, an industrial 
arts teacher at Manitowoc Wilson Junior 
High School, will coordinate the Swoboda 
room. It will be. an outlet for Swoboda 


various sizes of signs. 


Rita Linders’ “Wood Box” will display antiques and manufacture 


products, including the famous grandfath 
and grandmother clocks which are availak 
in kit form or already constructed. 

‘The important thing is that we will have 
work area for people who would like to bui 
the items here under Linder’s guidance 
Dick Kohrt, president of Swoboda Industrie 
said. 

Kathy Grall’s ‘Bits of Olde’’ will be ju 
that, antique merchandise. The mother 
nine said she started her business by atte 
ding auctions, then reselling the mercha 
dise. Anderson, who is familiar with her shi 
in. Manitowoc, said he was impressed wi 
the items she had, her ability to resto 
items, and thus invited her to become part 
the facility in Mishicot. 

Engstrom, who has. been Anderson 
secretary for the past five years, has 
degree in business education and taught tl 
subject for several years in Minnesot 
Nebraska and Mishicot. She plans to offer 
stall-which will be able to provide secretari 
services for conventions and meetings, a1 
for businessmen who need a part-tin 
secretary or vacation replacement. , 

Another feature of her office will be a di 
play of “Occupied Japan’’ pieces. ‘The: 
items were made only during 1946 and 194 
and are very limited in supply and are ve! 
collectible items,’’ she. said. 

Gabel will display local photographs 
consignment in his gallery; while tl 
“Leisure Haus’’ .will have equipment f 
those who camp, swim, hike, and in wint 
for those who cross-country ski. 

Sunday hours for the shop will be 11 a.m. 
4 p.m., while Monday through Saturday th: 
will be 10 a.m. to5 p.m. * 


Dick Kohrt, president of Swoboda Industries, » 


shows some of the firm’s products. 


